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Abstract

Microcredit programmes have been implemented in various African countries to promote economic empowerment
among marginalized groups. In Zimbabwean communal areas, female farmers often face significant barriers to
accessing microfinance services, which can hinder their agricultural productivity and income generation. A mixed-
methods approach combining quantitative surveys with qualitative interviews was employed to gather data from a
sample of female farmers in three regions of Zimbabwean communal areas. Data analysis included statistical tests
to measure performance metrics related to credit utilization, repayment rates, and overall economic outcomes.
Findings indicate that while microcredit is available, significant disparities persist between male and female
farmers regarding access and usage. The proportion of female farmers utilising microcredit was notably lower
(37%) compared to males (52%). The study highlights the need for targeted interventions aimed at improving
accessibility and inclusivity within microcredit programmes, particularly for women farmers in communal areas of
Zimbabwe. Recommendations include developing tailored financial literacy training programmes for female
farmers, enhancing gender-sensitive marketing strategies, and implementing policies that address systemic barriers
to microfinance access. Microcredit, Female Farmers, Gender Equity, Performance Metrics, Zimbabwe
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