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Abstract

Southern Africa is home to diverse traditional governance structures that have coexisted with modern democratic  
systems in various countries, including Nigeria. The study aims to explore these interactions. A mixed-methods  
approach was employed, combining qualitative interviews with quantitative surveys to gather data from various 
stakeholders  including  traditional  leaders  and  community  members  across  Nigeria.  The  analysis  reveals  that  
traditional  councils  often play a significant  advisory role in decision-making processes of  local  governments, 
particularly in rural areas where their influence is more pronounced. This highlights the potential for synergistic  
collaboration between traditional and modern governance systems. This study underscores the need for further  
research into  how traditional  structures  can be  effectively  integrated into  democratic  frameworks  to  enhance 
community  participation  and  policy  effectiveness.  Governments  should  consider  incorporating  elements  of  
traditional leadership in their decision-making processes, particularly in rural settings where these structures are 
deeply embedded within communities. Additionally, there is a call for training programmes that equip traditional  
leaders with modern governance skills.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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