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Abstract

{ "background": "Informal cross-border trade plays a significant role in regional integration within ECOWAS
(Economic Community of West African States), particularly among its member countries. South Africa, as one of
the largest economies and a major exporter in the region, has experienced notable informal trade flows across
borders. This study aims to explore how such trade patterns contribute to or hinder broader regional economic
integration.", "purposeandobjectives": "The primary objective is to conduct a comparative analysis of informal
cross-border trade dynamics within ECOWAS, with a specific focus on South Africa's role and impact. Objectives
include understanding the geographical distribution of these trades, their economic significance, and how they
influence regional policy frameworks aimed at facilitating integration.", "methodology": "The study employs
quantitative and qualitative methods to gather data from various sources including trade records, interviews with
traders, and secondary data analysis of official ECOWAS reports. A mixed-methods approach is utilised to ensure
comprehensive insights into the complex interplay between informal trade and regional integration efforts.",
"findings": "South Africa's informal cross-border trade shows substantial proportions—up to 20% of total exports
in some regions—and exhibits distinct geographical patterns, predominantly along borders with other ECOWAS
countries. These trades are crucial for maintaining economic linkages despite regulatory challenges.",
"conclusion": "The analysis reveals that while informal trade contributes significantly to South Africa's regional
economy, it also presents obstacles to more formal integration efforts, necessitating tailored policy solutions aimed
at balancing market dynamics and regulatory compliance.", "recommendations": "Given the findings,
recommendations include developing targeted support programmes for traders to navigate regulatory
environments, fostering dialogue between ECOWAS member states on harmonizing trade regulations, and
integrating informal trade data into regional economic planning frameworks.", "keywords": "ECOWAS, South
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Africa, Informal Trade, Regional Integration, Cross-Border Commerce", "contributionstatement": "This study
innovatively integrates empirical evidence from South African contexts to provide a nuanced understanding of the
role of informal cross-border trade in shaping
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