African Social Work Journal

Op-340]

Language Policy and Education Divides in Multilingual Tanzania
2005

Simba Mawazo'?, Kasimba Musoke?*, Mwakisawa Kashuku*:
! Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology (NM-AIST), Arusha
? Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH)
¢ Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology
(NM-AIST), Arusha
* Department of Research, Ardhi University, Dar es Salaam
s> Department of Advanced Studies, Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH)

Published: 15 February 2005 | Received: 04 October 2004 | Accepted: 23 December 2004

Correspondence: sSmawazo@gmail.com
DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18818515

Author notes
Simba Mawazo is affiliated with Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology (NM-AIST), Arusha and
focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Kasimba Musoke is dffiliated with Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology (COSTECH) and focuses on African
Studies research in Africa.
Mwakisawa Kashuku is dffiliated with Department of Research, Ardhi University, Dar es Salaam and focuses on African
Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Language policies in Tanzania have influenced educational outcomes across multilingual regions since
independence. The study employed a qualitative research approach, analysing interviews with educators,
policymakers, and community leaders from diverse linguistic backgrounds. Interviews revealed that the dominant
use of Swahili in schools often marginalized other languages like Chichewa or Kinyarwanda, leading to significant
learning disparities among students who did not speak Swahili fluently. Language policies need to be more
inclusive and consider linguistic diversity in educational settings to enhance equitable outcomes. Educators should
incorporate local languages into the curriculum where possible, while policymakers must develop language policy
frameworks that promote multilingual education effectively.
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