African Youth Sociology

Of:0]

Historical Foundations and Contemporary Challenges in Sierra
Leonean Governance: An Ethnographic Exploration

Sorie Kamara'’, Musa Kamfuu'’, Tamba Conteh', Koroma Sesay**
! Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone
2 Department of Advanced Studies, Njala University
¢ Ernest Bai Koroma University of Science and Technology
4+ Department of Advanced Studies, Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone
° Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone

Published: 14 February 2008 | Received: 19 November 2007 | Accepted: 14 January 2008

Correspondence: skamara@vyahoo.com

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18877408

Author notes
Sorie Kamara is affiliated with Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone and focuses on African Studies research
in Africa.
Musa Kamfuu is affiliated with Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone and focuses on African Studies research
in Africa.
Tamba Conteh is dffiliated with Department of Advanced Studies, Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone and
focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Koroma Sesay is dffiliated with Ernest Bai Koroma University of Science and Technology and focuses on African Studies
research in Africa.

Abstract

Historical governance in Sierra Leone has been marked by colonial legacy, civil war, and subsequent
peacebuilding efforts. An ethnographic study was conducted, incorporating participant observation and semi-
structured interviews to understand local perceptions and practices. Participants highlighted a significant role for
traditional leaders in conflict resolution, which contrasts with the formal government structure's influence. The
study underscores the importance of integrating traditional governance structures into contemporary peacebuilding
efforts in Sierra Leone. Policy recommendations include strengthening partnerships between traditional and
governmental institutions to enhance conflict mitigation strategies.
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