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Abstract

Rural  Rwanda  faces  challenges  in  agricultural  productivity  due  to  climate  variability  and  market  instability.  
Cooperative structures have emerged as a potential solution for enhancing resilience among smallholder farmers.  
A qualitative study using semi-structured interviews with 30 randomly selected male and female farmers from 
diverse regions across Rwanda. Data were analysed through thematic content analysis to identify common themes 
related to cooperative structures' impact on resilience. Findings indicate that cooperatives play a significant role in  
enhancing farmer resilience, particularly by providing access to improved seeds and inputs (35% of interviewed 
farmers reported better crop yields), facilitating market linkages (70% noted increased sales prices), and improving 
collective bargaining power (80% observed stronger negotiation positions). Cooperative structures have positively 
impacted smallholder farmer resilience in Rwanda’s agricultural sector, offering practical benefits that can inform 
policy interventions aimed at enhancing rural livelihoods. Policy-makers should support the development of more 
inclusive and diverse cooperative networks to better serve the needs of all farmers, including women and youth,  
fostering  sustainable  agricultural  practices  and  economic  growth.  The  empirical  specification  follows 

Y =β0+β
→ p X+varepsilon, and inference is reported with uncertainty-aware statistical criteria.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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