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Abstract

Pre-trial detention has been a significant issue in Uganda's criminal justice system, leading to prolonged periods of  
incarceration  for  accused  individuals  before  their  trials  commence.  The  research  employs  a  mixed-methods 
approach, combining qualitative interviews with legal practitioners and quantitative analysis of court records from 
selected districts. Comparative data is gathered from peer countries for context. A notable finding indicates that  
while  reforms have led to  a  reduction in  pre-trial  detention by around 30%, there  are  still  disparities  across 
different regions and types of crimes, necessitating further targeted interventions. The current reform efforts show 
promise but require localized adjustments based on regional differences and specific crime patterns. To achieve  
sustainable improvements, the government should prioritise training for judicial personnel, enhance data collection 
systems, and implement community-based diversion programmes in high-risk areas.

Keywords:  African  criminology,  pre-trial  detention,  incarceration  rates,  legal  reform,  procedural  justice, 
restorative practices, comparative jurisprudence

1

mailto:bstokesmarsden@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18856548
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18856548


 2007(1): 39-45 (2007) | Barbara Stokes-Marsden et al.

📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

 REQUEST FULL PAPER✉️

📧 Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

🚀 SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

🌐 Submit at: app.parj.africa

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge

2

https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

