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Abstract

Southern Africa's traditional governance structures have coexisted alongside modern democratic processes for 
decades. This study aims to explore and compare these two systems in Ethiopia. The study employs a mixed-
methods approach combining qualitative interviews with quantitative surveys among local communities and 
government  officials.  Data  is  collected  through  structured  questionnaires  and  semi-structured  in-depth  
interviews  to  capture  nuanced  insights  into  governance  dynamics.  A  significant  proportion  (45%)  of 
respondents reported traditional practices influencing modern democratic processes, particularly in decision-
making structures and community engagement mechanisms. Traditional governance structures significantly 
impact  the  operation  of  modern  democracy  in  Ethiopia,  highlighting  the  need  for  more  inclusive  policy  
frameworks that integrate indigenous knowledge systems. Governments should develop strategies to enhance 
dialogue between traditional leaders and elected officials, fostering mutual respect and collaborative problem-
solving. Policy makers are encouraged to incorporate traditional practices into democratic processes where  
relevant. Traditional Governance, Modern Democracy, Southern Africa, Ethiopia, Mixed-Methods Study
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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