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Abstract

Background: A research gap exists within African Studies regarding the 

historical underpinnings of contemporary governance challenges in Egypt. 



Purpose and objectives: This study aims to clarify central debates, identify 

practical implications, and propose a focused agenda for both scholarship 

and policy formulation specific to the Egyptian context.  Methodology: A 

qualitative  analysis  was  conducted,  utilising  literature  and  policy 

documents  from  2004  to  frame  the  historical  inquiry.  Findings:  The 

analysis  identifies  persistent  structural  constraints  rooted  in  historical 

administrative  legacies.  It  also  notes  emerging  local  innovations  in 

governance  practices.  The  evidence  for  these  innovations,  however, 

remains  uneven  across  different  societal  contexts  and  governmental 

sectors within Egypt. Conclusion: The study concludes that understanding 

Egypt’s  governance  challenges  requires  context-specific  approaches 

informed by historical analysis and calls for stronger empirical foundations 

in  subsequent  research.  Recommendations:  Policymakers  and  scholars 

should  prioritise  inclusive,  locally  grounded  strategies  and  improve 

transparency in governance data to inform more effective interventions. 
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