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Abstract

Distance education in rural African communities of Kenya faces significant challenges such as limited access to 
technology, infrastructure deficiencies, and cultural barriers, but also offers opportunities for equitable educational 
access. A mixed-methods approach combining qualitative interviews with quantitative data analysis from existing 
surveys  to  explore  perceptions  and  practices  related  to  distance  learning  in  these  areas.  Distance  education 
programmes are  predominantly  used for  primary education (80%) rather  than secondary,  indicating a  gap in 
service  provision.  Cultural  acceptance  of  digital  platforms  varies  significantly  by  region,  affecting  student  
engagement and dropout rates.  While rural  communities show potential  interest  in distance learning,  existing 
initiatives often fail to meet the diverse needs of students due to technological limitations and cultural resistance. 
Investment  should  be  prioritised  in  infrastructure  development,  particularly  internet  connectivity,  alongside 
culturally tailored educational materials and training for teachers. Collaboration between government bodies, non-
profit organizations, and local communities is essential for successful implementation.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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