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Abstract

Distance education has gained traction in rural African communities within South Africa, particularly as a means
to bridge educational gaps and provide equitable access to learning resources. A survey was conducted among
educators and learners from rural South African schools, employing a mixed-methods approach with both
quantitative and qualitative data collection techniques. The findings reveal that technological infrastructure
limitations (42%) and lack of digital literacy skills (38%) are the most significant challenges reported by
respondents. Additionally, there is an emerging theme of underutilized potential for community engagement in
distance education programmes. This study highlights the critical role of supportive policies and investments in
overcoming current barriers to ensure sustainable and effective distance education within rural South African
communities. Recommendations include prioritising digital infrastructure development, enhancing teacher training
on e-learning platforms, and fostering community involvement in educational initiatives.
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