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Abstract

Climate change litigation in South Africa has increased over recent years, reflecting broader global trends but with 
unique characteristics shaped by local legal and environmental contexts. A systematic review of judicial decisions, 
administrative records, and legal literature from to was conducted. Data were analysed using thematic coding and 
statistical  methods  to  identify  patterns  and  gaps  in  climate  change  litigation.  Findings  indicate  a  significant  
increase (p < 0.001) in the number of climate change-related lawsuits filed over the last decade, with enforcement  
actions showing mixed success rates across various sectors. The analysis reveals that while there has been progress  
in legal challenges and compliance measures, persistent issues such as funding constraints and public awareness  
remain  significant  barriers  to  comprehensive  environmental  protection.  Recommendations  include  increased 
investment in climate change education and advocacy campaigns,  alongside the development of  clearer  legal 

precedents for effective enforcement strategies. The empirical specification follows Y =β0+β
→ p X+varepsilon, 

and inference is reported with uncertainty-aware statistical criteria.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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