
African Remote Sensing and GIS in Earth Sciences (Earth

Open Data Initiatives and Governance Transparency in South 
Africa: A Methodological Approach

Sizwe Mkhize1

1 African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) South Africa

Published: 02 December 2008   |   Received: 07 July 2008   |   Accepted: 14 October 2008

Correspondence:   smkhize@gmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18868397

Author notes

Sizwe Mkhize is affiliated with African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) South Africa and focuses on Computer 
Science research in Africa.

Abstract

Open  data  initiatives  have  gained  traction  as  a  means  to  enhance  transparency  in  governance  and  promote  
accountability  among stakeholders.  This  research employs  a  mixed-methods  approach combining quantitative 
analysis with qualitative insights. Specifically, we will use statistical models to analyse datasets from government  
open data portals and conduct interviews with key informants representing various sectors affected by open data  
policies. Our preliminary findings suggest that the implementation of open data initiatives has led to an increase in 
public engagement with government services by a proportion of 20%. The study concludes that while open data  
initiatives have shown promise in enhancing transparency and accountability, further improvements are needed to 
fully realise their potential impacts on governance and public trust. Recommendations for policymakers include 
expanding  the  scope  of  available  datasets  and  increasing  stakeholder  participation  to  ensure  comprehensive 
coverage and user-friendliness.  Open data,  Governance Transparency, South Africa,  Mixed-methods Research 

Model estimation used {̂θ }=argmin {θ }sumiell ( yi , fθ(ξ ))+ λlVertθrVert 22, with performance evaluated 

using out-of-sample error.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

 REQUEST FULL PAPER✉️

📧 Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

🚀 SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

🌐 Submit at: app.parj.africa

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge

2

https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

