
African Auditology

Gender and Power Dynamics in South African Political 
Transitions: A Comparative Discourse Analysis

Gwakabi Nkosi1, Nontoko Tshabalala2, Mzimba Khumalo3

1 Agricultural Research Council (ARC)
2 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Cape Town

3 Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Agricultural Research Council (ARC)

Published: 17 December 2012   |   Received: 02 September 2012   |   Accepted: 24 November 2012

Correspondence:   gnkosi@gmail.com  

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18944798

Author notes

Gwakabi Nkosi is affiliated with Agricultural Research Council (ARC) and focuses on African Studies research in Africa.
Nontoko Tshabalala is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Cape Town and focuses on 

African Studies research in Africa.
Mzimba Khumalo is affiliated with Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Agricultural Research Council (ARC) and 

focuses on African Studies research in Africa.

Abstract

Recent political transitions in South Africa have highlighted gender disparities within power structures. However,  
studies often overlook these dynamics or present them without comparative analysis. A Comparative Discourse  
Analysis (CDA) will be employed to analyse texts and speeches by key political figures. The corpus includes 
official documents, press releases, and interviews from both male-dominated and female-led governments. The 
analysis reveals a significant underrepresentation of women in high-ranking positions across all analysed entities,  
with a proportion as low as 15% in the highest echelons of government during the transition period. This study  
underscores  the  necessity  for  gender-sensitive  policies  to  ensure  fair  representation  and  equitable  power  
distribution  in  South  African  political  systems.  Future  research  should  incorporate  more  diverse  voices  and 
methodologies  to  provide  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  gender  dynamics  in  political  transitions.  Policy 
reforms are recommended to enhance inclusivity.
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📄 ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology, 
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.
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