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Abstract

Maternal health outcomes in Djibouti are poor. Although national and international programmes exist, the specific
role of local community structures in supporting these initiatives is not well documented. This short report
describes and analyses the perceived role of local communities in supporting maternal health initiatives in
Djibouti. It identifies key support mechanisms and barriers to effective community engagement. We conducted a
desk-based review and synthesis of available project reports, programme evaluations, and relevant grey literature.
Insights from a small number of key informant interviews with local health workers and community
representatives supplemented the review. Community health workers and traditional birth attendants were crucial
intermediaries. Women's social networks were a prominent theme, facilitating antenatal care attendance and
postnatal support. A key barrier was the limited formal integration of these community actors into the primary
healthcare system. Local communities in Djibouti provide essential, culturally grounded support for maternal
health initiatives through trusted individuals and social networks. Their potential is constrained by a lack of
structured integration and resource allocation. Formalise the role of community health workers within the national
health strategy. Develop targeted training and sustainable supervision mechanisms for community-based
supporters. Foster stronger collaborative linkages between community actors and formal health facilities. Maternal
health, community engagement, Djibouti, community health workers, health systems, West Africa This report
synthesises evidence to highlight the under-utilised potential of local community structures in Djibouti’s maternal
health landscape, offering practical insights for programme design.
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