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Abstract

Early childhood development (ECD) programmes are interventions designed to support children's cognitive,
social-emotional, and physical development from birth to age five. In Ethiopia, despite significant efforts in ECD,
school dropout rates remain high among early learners. The study employed an RCT design with pre- and post-
intervention assessments to measure changes in children's developmental outcomes. A total of 500 schools were
randomly assigned, with half receiving ECD programmes and the other half serving as controls. Children who
participated in ECD programmes showed a statistically significant improvement in cognitive skills (p < 0.01)
compared to those without such support. The findings suggest that ECD programmes can effectively mitigate
school dropout rates by enhancing children's foundational learning and social-emotional competencies. Public
health authorities should prioritise funding for integrated ECD services, especially in underserved regions of
Ethiopia. Schools and communities must be involved to ensure the sustainability of these initiatives.

Keywords: African geography, Early childhood development, Dropout rates, Interventions, Methodology, Socio-
educational policies, Theory of change


mailto:ydebella@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18707846

2000(1): 24-38 (2000) | Yared Asfaw Debella et al.

ABSTRACT-ONLY PUBLICATION

This is an abstract-only publication. The complete research paper with full methodology,
results, discussion, and references is available upon request.

Email: info@parj.africa

Request your copy of the full paper today!

SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

Are you a researcher in Africa? We welcome your submissions!

Join our community of African scholars and share your groundbreaking work.

Submit at: app.parj.africa

Scan to visit app.parj.africa

Open Access Scholarship from PARJ

Empowering African Research | Advancing Global Knowledge


https://app.parj.africa/
mailto:info@parj.africa

