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Abstract

Historical Foundations of Contemporary African Governance Challenges in South Africa examines the roots of
contemporary governance issues within the context of African Studies. The study employs a thematic analysis
approach to review archival documents, legal texts, and scholarly literature related to governance history and
contemporary issues in South Africa. Key themes emerge from the historical data, including the impact of colonial
legacies on current policy frameworks (e.g., apartheid-era legislation influencing modern anti-corruption laws) and
the evolution of political institutions over time (from apartheid to democratic elections). The analysis reveals
significant continuities between past and present governance challenges in South Africa, highlighting the
importance of understanding historical contexts for effective contemporary policy interventions. Based on the
findings, recommendations are proposed for policymakers aimed at addressing systemic issues through a
combination of legislative reforms and institutional strengthening initiatives.
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